
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

30 North Chancellor Street 

Newtown, PA 18940 

 

June 3, 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents and Friends at Holland Elementary School, 

 

I hope that all of you are enjoying the school year, as it is a pleasure for me to introduce myself to you.  

My name is Joe MacClay, and in early July, I will assume the principalship at Holland Elementary 

School.  For the past twenty years, I have had the enormous pleasure and opportunity to work as an 

educator.  The last nine of those years have been in Council Rock as the principal of both Rolling Hills 

and Maureen M. Welch Elementary Schools, and this year as the Director of Elementary Education.  

Prior to coming to Council Rock, I worked as an assistant principal and as a teacher in fifth grade, seventh 

grade, special education and computer science.  In addition, I’ve earned degrees and certificates from 

LaSalle University, Holy Family University, Delaware Valley College and California University.  What 

is most important, though, is that I have a passion for working with children, their families, and their 

educators in order to help them reach their full potential as students and as productive community 

members.   

 

I am very excited to become part of the Holland community.  Whenever I have visited the school, I have 

left the school feeling incredibly impressed with the politeness of the students, the positive feel in the 

classrooms, the high expectations for performance and behavior, and the overall support provided to and 

by the staff and parents.  This is the type of climate that children need in order to be successful.  

Additionally, I have a great deal of respect and admiration for Mr. Sanko, and I intend to honor his work 

at Holland by making sure that the school continues its academic success, cooperative family and school 

partnerships, regular communication, and positive classroom learning environments.     

 

I met with the Holland staff this morning, and I plan on attending a portion of Holland’s Field Day in 

order to get to know the students and families.  During the coming weeks, I will work closely with Mr. 

Sanko to ensure a smooth transition come July.   

 

I consider myself very fortunate to have been given the opportunity to serve as the principal of Holland 

Elementary School and to work with such a fine staff.  While I know that I have big shoes to fill with 

Mr. Sanko’s departure, I am very much looking forward to working with the entire community to 

continue to provide engaging and meaningful learning experiences for the Holland students next year 

and in years to come.  As a parent of three children, J.J. (fifteen years old), Garrett (thirteen years old), 

and Callie (eight years old), I understand the importance of a quality education.  I promise to watch over 

and support your children as I would my own.  

 

Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at jmacclay@crsd.org.  

My official start date will be July 1.  I wish all of you the very best for a successful end to the 2015-2016 

school year and look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Joe MacClay 

mailto:jmacclay@crsd.org

